Introduction
The problem of false-positive results to treponemal antibody tests occurring in patients without syphilis has been considered by many investigators. Most authors have studied healthy subjects, such as blood donors, students, and military recruits,1-10 patients with collagenoses-particularly lupus erythematosus4 6 7 11-16-patients with systemic diseases and with bacterial or viral infections4 6-8 15 and other diseases.
There are only a few reports on non-specific positive results occurring in patients with skin diseases. This problem has been investigated mainly in diseases which interest general physicians and dermatologists, such as lupus erythematosus, vascular changes, leprosy, and sensitivity to drugs.6 11 13 17 We have studied patients with a wider range of skin diseases. The remaining patients were divided into categories according to the types of diseases (Table) .
Patients and methods
Of these, 63 (2-08%) had sera showing non-specific reactivity to at least one test. The highest proportion of these results was among patients with pyodermas M Gibowski and E Neumann 
